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Stripped Naked

And there followed him a certain young man, having a linen cloth 
cast about his naked body; and the young men laid hold on him: 

and he left the linen cloth, and fled from them naked.”  
Mark 14:51-52

 
There are so many lessons to learn and understand from the Easter 
narrative, I can’t possibly begin to describe in this brief column.  But 
one nugget to the story is what we learn from Mark chapter 14 at the 
Garden of Gethsemane. It is here that we discover Mark’s account of 
a “young man” who fled from Gethsemane naked.
 
Who was this young man, why was he covered in “a linen cloth”, and 
most importantly, why was he naked? The key lies in the “linen cloth” 
he had lightly draped about his body. The Greek word tells us that this 
kind of cloth is that of a burial shroud used for covering a dead body 
in the grave. 
 
When a body was prepared for burial, it was washed, ceremonially 
cleaned, and buried naked in a linen cloth exactly like the one Mark 
described. The Garden of Gethsemane was near the Mount of Olives 
with a cemetery very close in proximity.
 
All kinds of theories exist concerning this naked young man. I am 
certainly no theologian, but I do love studying scripture. In studying 
this passage and multiple theories of who this boy might have been, I 
am convinced that when Jesus said those powerful words “I AM,” 
resurrection power was released in such abundance that it not only 
knocked the soldiers backward and shook the local cemetery (John 

18:6), but a young boy crawled out of his tomb, raised from the dead. 
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The beauty of Easter is that this same resurrection power is 
available to you and me. The same Spirit that raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you (Romans 8:11). The truth is, man has no power 
against Jesus unless the power to do so is granted from above 
(John 19:11). If you are a Spirit baptized Pentecostal, that same 
biblical truth is applicable to you.

Friend, wouldn’t it be beautiful if we too were stripped naked of our 
fleshly thoughts and fleshly ways, and became empowered with the 
same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead?  Like Lazarus who 
Jesus told to rid himself of his grave clothes, we too must do the 
same (John 11:33, 34). Grave clothes look like and smell like death. A 
child of God has no business wearing them any longer. The New 
Testament church should be many things, but DEAD is not one of 
them!  Like that young lad, we too must be stripped of earthen 
dependencies and become bold in our battle for souls.  We must 
never be afraid of the battle that we are engaged in. We are fighting 
a battle that is not flesh and blood, and the only remedy for victory 
is for you and me to be infused with this same resurrection power. If 
ever there was a time for the Church of God to be stripped of our 
fleshly ways and be clothed in the power of the Holy Spirit, it is right 
now. We are in a battle that only spiritual weapons can defeat. 
Grave clothes resemble the flesh, and our battle is not against the 
flesh (Ephesians 6:12).

As we approach Easter, begin praying with me now for an Easter 
outpouring. Pray with me for a resurrection moment to come to 
every pulpit, every church, every minister, every member, and every 
attendee in Church of God congregations. If resurrection power can 
shake a cemetery at the foot of the Mount of Olives and wake a 
young lad to new life, He can shake us and wake us!

Bishop Stan Holder
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AWAKEN Camp Meeting Hotel  
You will find the information for your online reservation link below. If you have questions or need 
help with the link, please do not hesitate to ask. We appreciate your business and look forward to 
a successful event. 

Last Day to Book: Sunday, May 5, 2024 

Hotel(s) offering your special group rate: 

• Fairfield Inn & Suites Baltimore BWI Airport for $129 USD per night 

Book your group rate for DELMARVA-DC CHURCH OF GOD

https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1707763366491&key=GRP






BREAKING NEWS
Delmarva-DC Youth & Discipleship

TEEN & JUNIOR
TALENT

APRIL 27, 2024

Teen Talent & Junior Talent exists for Teens
between the ages 13 - 19, AND Juniors between
the ages of 7 - 12 to compete and develop their

talents in the areas of: Art, Bible, Creative
Writing, Drama, Multi-Media, & Music.
Discover, Develop & Dedicate Talent

MORE INFORMATION TO COME JANUARY ‘24

LOCATION:
H E R I T A G E  C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H

8 1 4 6  Q U A R T E R F I E L D  R D
S E V E R N ,  M D  2 1 1 4 4

-SAVE THE DATE-
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Celebration 2024

GA24Geron Davis
& Kindred Souls

Paula Hill Kaci Stewart Lori LewisPeggy CulpepperFernanda Ramirez

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2024
79th INTERNATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

9:30 A.M. INDIANA CONVENTION CENTER, SAGAMORE BALLROOM

Special  Music by

Angela Primm Jona an Sawyer

Kelly Crabb
& e Bowling Sisters
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