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Pig Pen Perspectives
Luke 15:11 - 24

The parable of the prodigal son is one of the great passages in
scripture. Through the years, | have read, taught, preached, and
pondered this parable and its application for us today. | have preached
from the sons’ perspective, the father’s perspective, and the elder
brother’s perspective. If | can borrow a few minutes of your time, allow
me to ponder from the pig pen. Perhaps, the insight will do us all some
good.

The first perspective deals with the worst kind of deceit which is Self-
Deceit. Deception is a spiritual disease that hinders us from seeing
things from the father’s perspective. Self-deceit is defined as “the act or
an instance of deceiving oneself or the state of being deceived by
oneself.” The prodigal son deceived himself by thinking that personal
freedom was more important than personal responsibility. Freedom is
the desire of all mankind. However, | cannot find in scripture where
freedom immunes us from responsibility. The prodigal no longer
wanted to be under his father’s authority. He wanted to call his own
shots and make his own decisions. In doing so, he placed himself in a
vulnerable state.

The second perspective deals with the issue of Self-Defeat. He
‘squandered his possessions in prodigal living.” We are not given the
exact timeline of his financial demise, only the timeline of his departure
from his father’s house, “.. not many days later ...” Whether his failure
was in year one, year five, or year ten, we do not know. What we do
know is that “when he spent everything” and a severe famine hit the
land, he was left with nothing. His resources were spent and his
financial well dried up. He had hit rock bottom! Rock bottom is that
place where you have nothing left to lose. It is the lowest of the lows.
The term was first introduced by Alcoholics Anonymous. This
organization deals with people who have hit the bedrock of life. Bedrock
is the solid earth crust, that is twenty to twenty-five miles thick and rests
on the earth's mantle. There is nothing lower. Should one find themself
there, self-defeat is the song that plays 24/7.
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Thirdly, we can see the perspective of Self-Doubt. Perhaps the greatest
weapon that Satan can unleash upon a person is self-doubt. Realizing that
his decision placed him in a position of want, the prodigal son “hired himself
to a citizen of that country”to care for his swine. He was so mentally
defeated in a foreign land; he could no longer see himself the way that his
father saw him while he was home. Self-doubt is a very powerful strategy in
Satan’s arsenal. David’s brothers, along with their fellow soldiers, doubted
their ability to defeat the giant in their path. | guarantee you that when they
joined Saul’s army, they were filled with vigor and fight. But after forty days of
verbal assaults, both morning and evening, the verbal abuse from Goliath
took its toll. Verbal abuse is emotional abuse. They believed the giant’s lies
and no longer viewed themselves as victorious soldiers in defense of Israel.
The goal of verbal abuse is to make you doubt your self worth. It plays tricks
with your mind. This is what happened to the prodigal. He was so filled with
self-doubt; he lost his perspective on who he really was.

Finally, we see from the perspective of Self-Determination. “/ will arise and
go to my father...” Although he still struggled with his self-worth (“... / am no
longer worthy” ... “make me like your hired servant” ... “I am no longer
worthy to be called your son” ...), the place where he was at, was not where
he was supposed to be. The Kingdom of God and the kingdom of man
cannot coexist. They are diametrically opposed loyalties. When one starts
mixing devotions, trouble ensues. The first step in getting the prodigal son
out of his own self-made dilemma was a determination to correct his course
and return to his position as a son.

He went home, admitted his failure, and submitted to his father’s authority.
Sometimes our loving Father will allow our setbacks to springboard us back
into sonship again. Notice what happened to the prodigal.

A sonship ring was waiting to adorn him.
A sonship robe was waiting to array him.
A sonship banquet was waiting to honor him.
A sonship legacy was waiting to position him.

Some might think that the prodigal didn’t deserve such glorious treatment.
But our God is a God of grace and mercy. None of us know more than our
heavenly Father. How foolish for us to think that we are wiser than He who
sits on the throne of glory. This is the final pig pen perspective ... that our
loving Father is waiting, longing, watching, and planning for our return to
Him. All that is required is action on our part to admit that our ways are not
His ways, and our thoughts are not His thoughts. He is ready. What about
you?

Bishop Stan Holder
Administralive Bishop

Church Statistics can be found at:
www.cogdelmarvadc.com

Click on the RESOURCES Tab
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THE BOWLING SISTERS

FRIDAY OCTOBER 20, 2023
STRATFORD HEIGHTS COG
MIDDLETOWN, OH 45042

FOR THE ENTIRE'FAMILY

savw e Date

SATURDAY OCTOBER 21, 2023
MANOWAR COG
LEXINGTON, KY 40515

SUNDAY OCTOBER 22, 2023

SOUTH CLEVELAND COG
CLEVELAND, TN 37311

COGWOMENSMINISTRIES.COM z
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UKRAINE..
THE JOUPl\Ev

On February 22, 2022, the invasion of Ukraine separated
families and displaced thousands of orphans.

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: to look after orphans

When these children left their homes in the middle of the H H iv di
night, they were filled with all the things that war brings to a“d WldOWS in thell' dlstress a“d to keep

your heart. They didn’t know if they would even survive, but oneself being p0| luted by the world_
in spite of the fear, they have learned to trust in God and
to hold tenaciously to His hands.

We are told that there are some 100,000 orphans in need
in Ukraine. While we cannot help all of them, we must do
our part. With your help, we will rebuild lives, reestablish
families, and provide transportation, clothing and food
that will sustain these children in their journey home.

Your gifts will be used to build and rebuild adequate
facilities and housing that will provide safety, protection,
education and Christian development for these children.




HELP US PURCHASE A

VAN

AT A COST OF $30,000

This 15 passenger van will
provide transportation for the 8
young men and staff members

living on the

DELMARVA-DC
COTTAGE.

A LEAD GIFT COULD HELP
US GET STARTED TODAY!

To donate, please visit SMCH.ORG | 449 McCarn Circle, Sevierville, TN 37862




ABOUT SINGLE HANDED

Single Handeds' purpose is for every parent and child
to experience the restoration of hope, healing and love
to impact their world for the Kingdom. Single Handed
aims to empower, inspire, and encourage the family
unit on their journey.

Follow or book Dana today using the QR code. ;

! SERVICES OFFERED

 Parents/Families Workshops
Youth/Students Workshops
Motivational Speaking

SINGLE et
HAN DED ersonal Coac

o in person and online options
EMPOWER, INSPIRE AND ENCOURAGE .
SINGLE PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN Leadership Workshops

PREPARED BY: - ‘_ ' i @singlehandedla}

- Dana Holloman by
DH o A S e < < singlehandedmovement@gmail.com

HOLLOMAN. singlehandedmovement@gmail.com YO :
danahollomanministries@gmail.com @ danahollomanmmnstnes@gmall.com

MARVA-DC
TH & DISCIPLESHIP

We believe the Delmarva-DC region can raise $101,000



DELMARVA-DC YOUTH & DISCIPLESHIP

6UYS!

MATCHBOX CAR RACE
AXE THROWING %
SKEET SHOOTING J
CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT

BOW & ARROW SHOOTING \
CAMPSITE COOKING COMPETITION /\

OCTOEER 20-22, 20235 14192 RD 529, GEORGETOWN, DE 19947

RAYMOND E. CROWLEY CAMPGROUND e il e

ASPIRING LEADERS

orferen e

4-NOVEMBER-2023

(erdfer Seggiors:
ids Ministry

Youth Ministry
College & Young Adult Ministry
Future Leaders

$10 per person
$5 per additional person after 5 paid attendees
Cost includes catered lunch

Registration deadline « October 27th
Late or Walk on regjistration $15 per person
Regiister online at cogdelmarvadc.com

@LWC Baltimore « 2130 Smith Ave « Baltimore, MD




CONNECTING THE NEXT GENERATION TO: CALLING, CHURCH & CAREER

ADMIN@COGDELMARVA-DC.ORG

(410) 531 - 5351

SCAN TO REGISTER

NEXUS |

WWW.COGDELMARVADC.COM/NEXUS Er_.ﬁ_r-

“Church ggt trrisng

Designed for Church Planters and anyone interested in planting a church

February 25th, 2023
August 26th, 2023

Registration @8:30 am

The Church Planters Gathering is free but registration is
required. .

Complimentary lunch will be served.

Purpose of Gathering:

Sharing Testimonies and ideas

Prayer Partnership

Encouragement among Church planters

Delmarva-DC Church of God
Resource Training Center
7127 Long View Road
Columbia, MD 21044

Email: nicole.pope@delmarva-dc.org to register




