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No More Sweet Talk

After Paul was finished preaching to the intellectual leaders in Athens, he left the city
feeling disappointed and sad. He preached in the great amphitheater on Mars Hill to
a packed audience of intellectual pagans who yearned to hear his strange message
about resurrection from the dead (see Acts 17:22).

In his sermon, Paul did everything perfect from a cultural standpoint.

He used an idol from their city as an example of his message (see Acts
17:23).

He quoted their poets and philosophers (Acts 17:28), reaching out to them
with their own culture and proving that he was a man of learning.

Paul’'s message was brilliantly constructed. Yet when Paul finished, the results were
depressing. The Bible says, “And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead,
some mocked: and others said, we will hear thee again of this matter” (Acts

17:32). After the meeting, it appears that a group of people stayed in Paul’s
company, and a few became believers (v. 34).

When Paul walked out of Athens on the road to Corinth, he must have thought about
what happened in Athens. Why weren’t more saved? Why hadn'’t it produced a better
effect? As he pondered on these questions, he came to this conclusion found in First
Corinthians 2:1-4. Paul writes, “And I, brethren, when | came to you, came not with
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.” Paul
had nothing against excellency of speech, or brain power, but Paul determined that
he would never again lean entirely upon the power of his intellect to accomplish the
job of preaching.

Athens was a very religious city (see Acts 17:22). Pagan religions were in abundant
supply. Athens had the Temple of Dionysius, a temple where prophecies and
supernatural manifestations were regularly observed. Athens also had the famous
Temple of Asclepios. This was a temple where people came to be supernaturally
healed by the Greek god of healing. There were many other temples in Athens where
supernatural occurrences were reported. These supernatural events were seen to be
the proof that these religions were true.

Don't ever forget that Satan is the master of duplication. What he cannot deny, he
duplicates. There are false christs because he cannot deny the true and risen Christ.
So, it is with supernatural manifestations. Don’t forget that the sorcerers in Egypt
made their rods turn to serpents (see Exodus 7:11,12). The Athenians didn’t just
intellectually believe their religions; they had seen supernatural proof that made them
believe. Although the supernatural activities in these temples were demonic, it was
nevertheless real supernatural activity. In Athens, it wasn’t enough to come with
words only. The Athenians needed the power of signs and wonders.
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As Paul approached Corinth, he resolved that he would never again make the
mistake of preaching without supernatural signs and wonders. This is why he
said, “And my speech and my preaching [to the Corinthians after Paul left
Athens] was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of
the Spirit and of power” (1 Corinthians 2:4).

The word “enticing” is the Greek word peitho, which means to persuade, or to
convince. This word also carries the notion of craftily trying to coax someone to
believe. In addition, it expresses the idea of someone who is trying to
sweet-talk a person into taking some type of action. Apparently, Paul looks
upon his ministry in Athens as a futile attempt to intellectually sweet-talk the
Athenian intellectuals into faith.

He writes that he will never again try to entice a crowd with “man’s wisdom.”
Although this kind of wisdom is respected, it is insufficient to produce the
power that is needed for the preaching of the Gospel. Paul declares that from
now on, he will preach with a “...demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (v.
4).

As culture continues to shift away from Christian values in America, a church is
needed that has been infused with power and a demonstration of the Holy
Spirit. As you share Jesus, we must never forget that the supernatural working
power of the Holy Spirit is available to confirm the message you are sharing.
Don’t make the mistake of trying to present the Gospel through intellect alone.
Trust God for the miraculous.

Church Statistics can be found at:
www.cogdelmarvadc.com gdgéo/ Stan Holder
Click on the RESOURCES Tab
Aaministralive Bishop

Congratulations to our 2023 MIP Class!
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CONNECTING THE NEXT GENERATION TO: CALLING, CHURCH & CAREER
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ABOUT SINGLE HANDED

Single Handeds' purpose is for every parent and child
to experience the restoration of hope, healing and love
to impact their world for the Kingdom. Single Handed
aims to empower, inspire, and encourage the family
unit on their journey. El2rE
' Follow or book Dana today using the QR code. 2% :

’ ! SERVICES OFFERED

* Parents/Families Workshops
Youth/Students Workshops
Motivational Speaking
Personal Coach-

o in person and online options
Leadership Workshops

SINGLE
HANDED

EMPOWER, INSPIRE AND ENCOURAGE
SINGLE PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN

- . (O] -
PREPARED BY: ~ | @:@'la- @singlehanded423

Dana Holloman O\
D}I ‘S < singlehandedmovement@gmail.com

DANA HOLLOMAN MINISTRIES
HOLLOMARN singlehandedmovement@gmail.com

it s rdet e e < danahollomanministries@gmail.com
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On February 22, 2022, the invasion of Ukraine separated
families and displaced thousands of orphans.

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: to look after orphans

When these children left their homes in the middle of the H H iv di
night, they were filled with all the things that war brings to a“d WldOWS in thell' dlstress a“d to keep

your heart. They didn’t know if they would even survive, but oneself being p0| luted by the world_
in spite of the fear, they have learned to trust in God and
to hold tenaciously to His hands.

We are told that there are some 100,000 orphans in need
in Ukraine. While we cannot help all of them, we must do
our part. With your help, we will rebuild lives, reestablish
families, and provide transportation, clothing and food
that will sustain these children in their journey home.

Your gifts will be used to build and rebuild adequate
facilities and housing that will provide safety, protection,
education and Christian development for these children.




UCTUBER 12514 2023

i‘sugﬁn coUP LE"“‘” S S A
$375 SINGLE--

..—l: CDeablme tO reglster 15 - ‘Bishop Stan é‘i Teresa f]{olber
- September n,2023 Conference Hosts

REGISTRATION INCLUDES 2 NIGHTS
=~ LODGING, 2 DINNER MEALS, 2
BREAKFASTS, AND ALL SESSIONS.

REGISTER AT:
WWW.COGDELMARVADC.COM
OR CALL 410-531-5351
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DELMARVA-DC YOUTH & DISCIPLESHIP

6UYS!

MATCHBOX CAR RACE
AXE THROWING %
SKEET SHOOTING J
CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT

BOW & ARROW SHOOTING \
CAMPSITE COOKING COMPETITION /\

OCTOEER 20-22, 20235 14192 RD 529, GEORGETOWN, DE 19947

RAYMOND E. CROWLEY CAMPGROUND e il e

ASPIRING LEADERS

orferen e

4-NOVEMBER-2023

(erdfer Seggiors:
ids Ministry

Youth Ministry
College & Young Adult Ministry
Future Leaders

$10 per person
$5 per additional person after 5 paid attendees
Cost includes catered lunch

Registration deadline « October 27th
Late or Walk on regjistration $15 per person
Regiister online at cogdelmarvadc.com

@LWC Baltimore « 2130 Smith Ave « Baltimore, MD
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DELMARVA-DC ALUMNI

GOLF TOURNAMENT

JOIN US
AMAZING GIFTS & PRIZES
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MONDAY | JUNE 19, 2023
1380 WEST CENTRAL AVE (HWY 214) | DAVIDSONVILLE, MD 21035

LEE

UNIVERSITY

WWW.COGDELMARVADC.COM/GOLF-TOURNEY-23
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Designed for Church Planters and anyone interested in planting a church

February 25th, 2023
August 26th, 2023
A Registration @8:30 am

® The Chtérch Planters Gathering is free but registration is
require
[ — — Cgmpllmentory lunch will be served.
0 0 Purpose of Gathering:
0 ﬂ 0 Sharing Testimonies and ideas

Prayer Partnership
Encouragement among Church planters

Delmarva-DC Church of God

Resource Training Center
7127 Long View Road

Columbia, MD 21044

Email: nicole.pope@delmarva-dc.org to register




