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Revival Fires

Revival fires are burning across the land. Our sons and daughters are experiencing it 
across various campuses around the nation. I love the fact that the Holy Spirit has 
chosen our sons and daughters as the catalyst to ignite this movement. My prayer is 
that it is the awakening that we have all prayed for and need in our world. I do not 
know if this prayer movement is what precipitates a “last days” outpouring, but I pray 
that it is. 

Zechariah (see 12:9 & 10) tells us of a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit that will 
take place in the last days. A similar outpouring is described in Joel 2:28 & 29. Joel 
describes what happened on the day of Pentecost. The Holy Ghost came in like a 
flood in the Upper Room in Jerusalem. Even servants and housemaids were gifted 
with prophetic utterances. Yet this great outpouring also became a steady watering of 
the Holy Spirit that has lasted throughout the centuries. For over 2,000 years, God 
has poured out His Spirit like showers on His people, daily watering His church and 
protecting it. Isaiah speaks of the church as, “a vineyard of red wine! I, the LORD, 
keep it, I water it every moment; Lest any hurt it, I keep it night and day” (Isaiah 
27:2-3). 


There is much in God's Word about two outpourings. The two outpourings of the 
Spirit are referred to as the first (former) rain and the last (latter) rain (see 
Deuteronomy 11:13 & 14). 

The planting and harvest seasons in Israel were different times of the year from ours. 
The first rains begin in October, peaking in December through February, just before 
planting season. These rains softened the ground. The April and May rains ripened 
the harvest. Notice that these two outpourings always had to do with the harvest: "… 
that you may gather in your grain, your new wine, and your oil ..." (v. 14). 


If you want to judge any move of the Holy Spirit, use this criterion: God uses revival 
to reestablish the priorities of His church. God does something transforming IN us so 
that He can do something transforming THROUGH us. The Spirit's work is always 
focused on the harvest of souls. It doesn't matter what kind of manifestations you see 
in any revival. It is not what the Bride of Christ is looking for unless it is focused on 
the harvest. Holy Ghost rain always falls to produce an ingathering of souls. 

God poured out His Spirit in the former rain at Pentecost, to prepare the ground. This 
outpouring softened the ground for the gospel seed to be sown. Spirit-filled Sowers 
were sent out from the Upper Room that day into all the world; Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth, to make disciples of Jesus Christ. The 
church has now seen over 2,000 years of sowing and growing. But Zechariah 
prophesies a final harvest. This is the reason Jesus has not yet come. The Lord is 
patiently waiting for His final, mighty harvest of the earth; "Therefore be patient, 
brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit 
of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain." (James 
5:7). 
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If this revival is truly of the Holy Spirit, it will lead us to a hunger and inclination to 
reach a lost and dying world. Jesus tied the harvest to lost souls when He said, 
"Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His 
harvest." (Matthew 9:38). 

There are two qualifications prophesied about this last outpouring. The Bible says 
the Holy Ghost will be poured out as "...the spirit of grace and of 
supplications..." (Zechariah 12:10). Whenever the Spirit falls, these two things are 
always evident: (1) a spirit of grace, and (2) a spirit of supplication. 

The book of Titus tells us that grace is given to us as power over sin, to enable us 
to live sober, holy lives: "For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to 
all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and 
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ …” (2:11-13). 

The word supplication is never used in the Bible except to denote a cry or prayer 
that is vocalized. In other words, it is not private or merely a meditation. 
Supplication has to do with the voice. The Hebrew word for "supplication" signifies 
"an olive branch wrapped with wool, or some kind of cloth, waved by a supplicant 
seeking peace or surrender." These were called "branches of supplication". Simply 
put, they were flags of surrender. They signified a cry of total, unconditional 
surrender. 

Daniel's prayer demonstrates what supplication is all about (see Daniel 9:17 & 18). 
In this passage we discover a cry of surrender and absolute helplessness. Daniel 
was saying, "Oh God, we've sinned against You, and we can't do anything about it! 
We're helpless, hopeless. We've rejected You and hurt You. And now we appeal to 
Your mercy. We surrender. We give it all over to You. Hear our supplication!" 

If you have any biblical acumen at all, you must be appalled at the moral condition 
of our world, and yes, even the condition of the church. A very popular social meme 
is going around that says, “if Paul were alive today, the church would be getting a 
letter”. There seems to be a lot of truth about that statement. Space won’t allow me 
to write in this article all the things that I find appalling, however, you get the drift. 
We are desperate, and in many cases, ready to throw up our “branches of 
surrender” and say, “God, I’ve had enough. I don’t know what to do. Please come 
save us!”

When the Holy Ghost pours out a spirit of supplication, we will see praying such as 
the world has never known. Perhaps this is what we are seeing now. Even so, Lord! 

This last outpouring is going to bring God's people to their knees. What greater gift 
could God give His church just before He comes than a powerful, convicting 
message against sin? What greater gift could He give to His ministers than to 

convict us of our unholy thoughts and ways? May God bring such piercing 
conviction that we will not be able to tolerate any unholy or unclean thing in us.
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